STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Draft Minutes for November 20, 2008

Members Present:  David Barnicle, Chair; David Mitchell, Vice-Chair; Ed Goodwin, Frank Damiano, and Donna Grehl.

Members Absent:  None.

Also Present:  Erin E. Jacque, Conservation Agent, Fredrick Gunn, Steve Campbell of Highland Engineering and Development, Chris Lucas of Lucas Environmental and Peter Aspesi.
DB – OPEN MEETING

CPA, Zoning Study Committee, and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s):

· DM notified the Commission that the Lakes Advisory Committee is awaiting the review of the Lakes Report by the Selectmen.

Approval of Minutes:

MOTION:  
Moved by DG, seconded by EG to approve the minutes of September 18, 2008.
                    
Vote:  3/0



DM abstained.

Walk-ins:

Fred Gunn – Proposing an additional retaining wall

· Gunn stated that he is concerned that due to the slopes on the site that an additional retaining wall will be necessary.  Gunn also stated that in addition to another retaining wall closer to the lake, he believes there is a need to extend the perimeter drains to discharge at the new retaining wall location.  Gunn stated that he would like to use large size boulders for the retaining walls because he feels it will improve stability of the site.  Gunn stated that the retaining wall will be 4-feet tall.

· The Conservation Commission reviewed the plans and the proposed changes.

· EJ stated that “as-built’s” will be required at the time of the processing of the Request for Certificate of Compliance.  EJ stated that regardless of whether the Commission determines the plan changes to be minor, or requires an official amendment that an engineered plan should be submitted and approved to be consistent with the “as-built’s”.

· The Commission came to a consensus that the proposed changes would require an official Amendment to the approved Order of Conditions, including an engineered drawing.

7:30 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-TBA: Construction of a retaining wall at 11 Seneca Lane.  Application submitted by Peter Aspesi.H

· EJ stated that she had concerns with the amount of Bank alteration being proposed and noted the limitations in the Wetlands Protection Act that limits alteration to 50-feet or 10% of the Bank on a given site.  EJ recommended limited the footprint of the wall and possibly requiring mitigation within the 25-foot buffer in the form of plantings.

· EG stated that due to the previous stone armoring he felt the existing Bank was previously altered.

· DG stated that no fertilizers or pesticides should be used within the 200-foot buffer.

· Aspesi asked if any fertilizers were safe to use.

· DM stated that most fertilizers eventually make their way into the lake and it was best not to use anything.

MOTION:  
Moved by DM, seconded by EG to issue an Order of Conditions approving work as proposed.

Discussion:

· EJ stated that the DEP file number had not yet been received.

The motion was amended to include a contingency that the permit would not be issued until the DEP file number was received and any comments or issues were resolved.

                    
Vote:  5/0
7:45 p.m. Public Hearing – RDA: Request to determine whether the work associated with the repair of a septic system at 20 Finlay Road is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act and Sturbridge Wetlands Protection Bylaw.  Lucas Environmental representing 20 Finlay Road Realty Trust.
· Steve Campbell of Highland Engineering & Development responded to the Commissions concerns from the site visit regarding moving the soil absorption system out of the 100-foot buffer zone.  Campbell stated that the only viable test pits were located immediately under the area where the system was located, after over 20 attempts to find a perc site.

· DM asked about the possibility of shifting the system over a few feet.

· Campbell stated that the shift would move disturbance out of one section of the buffer and increase the disturbance in another area of the buffer with steeper slopes.  Campbell reviewed the test pits that had been conducted and stated he would have preferred another location for the placement of the system; however there were site constraints due to the type of soils and the only area that perked was where the system was located.

MOTION:  
Moved by EG, seconded by FD to issue a negative determination of applicability.
                    
Vote:  4/0



DG abstained.
8:00 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-TBA:  Proposed single-family home, septic system, driveway, well and associated site work at 186 New Boston Road.  Green Hill Engineering representing Joseph Boutiette.

· EJ stated that Green Hill Engineering requested a continuance to the second meeting in December.

· DM stated he was becoming concerned about the number of continuances the hearing has required.

· EG stated that if any additional continuances become necessary he would like to have abutters re-notified.

Public Hearing continued to December 18, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. 
NEW BUSINESS

Budget Requests for FY 2010

· EJ stated that she anticipated requesting to level fund the budget.

· DM asked if there were any areas where the budget could be cut.  

· EJ stated she is hesitant to cut the budget due to the increased costs of supplies and services and also noted there may be a need for additional shelving at the safety complex to accommodate the archived files.

Capital Requests for FY 2010

· EJ stated the two main costs she anticipates for the coming year are for construction of a parking area at the Leadmine/OSV parking lot and for the Forest Stewardship Plan.  EJ stated that she approximated the need for a $10,000 maximum on the parking lot, due to Fish and Wildlife’s comments that the parking area should be visible from the road.  EJ stated she awaiting a quote from Tom Chamberland with the specific cost.

· The Commission asked to be notified once the cost was determined.

· EJ stated she would be discussing with Jim Malloy the best funds to use toward the required Forest Stewardship Plan at the Leadmine Mountain/OSV property.  EJ stated the funds may be a capital request or be submitted separately as a different type of budget request (use moneys from the general fund as a loan to be reimbursed once a forest cutting plan is initiated).

Letter Permits

400 Route 15 – Hayes Road: Tree Removal

· EJ explained that beaver activity has caused damage to several large trees.  EJ stated that a request was submitted to remove the trees that had been damaged due to the safety hazard, and the trees being within striking distance of the parking lot.  

· *DB noted that he was encouraged that Pilot was proactively proposing to put protection around the remaining trees to prevent damage and asked EJ to send a note to Pilot praising the efforts to protect the remaining trees.

MOTION:
Moved by EG, seconded by DM to approve the tree removal.

                        
Vote:  5/0  


#18 Mt. Dan Road – Replace existing deck and proposed shed

· EJ stated that the proposal is to replace the existing deck on the existing footprint, and noted that there may be a need to replace one to three footings/piers due to rot.  EJ stated the applicant has also proposed a shed approximately 40-feet from the lake.  EJ stated that contractor is looking for guidance from the Commission on the appropriate distance of the shed to the water.

· EJ suggested conditions that heavy equipment not be permitted for the replacement of the footings, and suggested that the shed be located at least 50-feet from the lake.

· There was a consensus amongst Commissioners to approve with the noted conditions.

· EJ brought the Commissions attention a proposal to rezone 150 acres of land on Route 15.  EG suggested that Commissioners follow up on the proposal.

MOTION:
Moved by to close by DM, seconded by FD to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.

                        Vote:  5/0  
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